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A. TITLE: World History since 1500 

B. COURSE NUMBER: HIST 107 

C. CREDIT HOURS: 3 Lecture Hours per Week for 15 Weeks 

D. WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE: No 

E. GER CATEGORY: GER 6 

F. SEMESTER(S) OFFERED: Fall and Spring 

G. COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course offers a general survey of modern world history since 1500. Using a global 
perspective, this course examines the intellectual, economic, political, social, and cultural forces 
that have linked and shaped the major world societies since 1500. Topics to be covered include: 
the development of global trade and new economic models; European expansionism; social and 
political revolutions in Europe, the Americas, and Asia; the development of modern political 
institutions; global conflict; decolonization; and the social and cultural interactions of people 
across national boundaries. 

H. PRE-REQUISITES/CO-REQUISITES: None 

I. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Course Student Learning Outcome [SLO] GER _6_ ISLO & Sub-Sets 

a. Demonstrate knowledge of a broad outline of world 
history 

1 5 

b. Identify the distinctive features of the history, 

institutions, economy, and culture of non-Western 
civilizations 

2 
4 

[GL] 

c. Analyze the development of global economic and 
cultural networks and modern global conflict 

2 
4 

[GL] 

d. Evaluate the processes of continuity, change, and 
causality in history 

2 
[CA] 

GER _6__ 
Students will demonstrate: 

1. Knowledge of a broad outline of world history, or 
2. The distinctive features of the history, institutions, economy, society, culture, etc., of one non-

Western civilization 

KEY Institutional Student Learning Outcomes 

[ISLO 1 – 5] 

ISLO # ISLO & Subsets 

1 Communication Skills 
Oral [O], Written [W] 

2 Critical Thinking 
Critical Analysis [CA], Inquiry & Analysis [IA], Problem Solving [PS] 



  
     

    

   

        

       

 
 

       
  

           

       
        

       
       

           
             

3 Foundational Skills 

Information Management [IM], Quantitative Lit, /Reasoning [QTR] 

4 Social Responsibility 

Ethical Reasoning [ER], Global Learning [GL], Intercultural Knowledge [IK], Teamwork [T] 

5 Industry, Professional, Discipline Specific Knowledge and Skills 

J. APPLIED LEARNING COMPONENT: No 

If Yes, select one or more of the following categories: 

Classroom/Lab___ Civic Engagement___ 
Internship___ Creative Works/Senior Project___ 

Clinical Practicum___ Research___ 
Practicum___ Entrepreneurship___ 

Service Learning___ (program, class, project) 
Community Service___ 



 
 

      
 

    
 

          
   

       

          
  

      
          

  
      

   
         

   
        

   
           

   
             

  
             

       
         

    
        

            

    
      

   
            

        
         

  
          

             
   

       

   
         

   
         

        
            

    
        

     

K. TEXTS: To be determined by the instructor 

L. REFERENCES: 

Bayly, C. A. Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2010. 
Beasley, William G. The Meiji Restoration. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1991. 

Beik, William. Louis XIV and Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents. Boston: Bedford/ St. 
Martin's, 2000. 

Birmingham, David. Decolonization of Africa. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2003. 
Hunt, Michael. The World Transformed: 1945 to the Present. New York: Oxford University Press, 

2013. 
Boahen, A. Adu. African Perspectives on Colonialism. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins 

University Press, 2008. 
Bulmer-Thomas, Victor. The Economic History of Latin America since Independence. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2014. 
Burkholder, Mark, and Lyman Johnson. Colonial Latin America. 6th ed. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2012. 
Bushnell, David. The Emergence of Latin America in the Nineteenth Century. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2003. 
Chasteen, John Charles. Born in Blood and Fire: A Concise History of Latin America. New York: 

W.W. Norton, 2011. 
Chaudhuri, K. N. Asia before Europe: Economy and Civilization of the Indian Ocean from the Rise 

of Islam to 1750. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
Collins, James. The Ancien Regime and the French Revolution. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth / 

Thomson Learning, 2002. 
Crozier, Andrew. The Causes of the Second World War. Malden, Mass.: WileyBlackwell, 2004. 
Curtin, Philip. The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex: Essays in Atlantic History. 2d ed. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 
Dale, Stephen Frederic. Indian Merchants and Eurasian Trade, 1600-1750. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2002. 
Drescher, Seymour. From Slavery to Freedom: Comparative Studies in the Rise and Fall of 

Atlantic Slavery. New York: New York University Press, 1999. 
Eraly, Abraham. The Mughal Throne: The Saga of India's Great Emperors. London: Phoenix, 

2004. 
Faroqhi, Suraiya. The Ottoman Empire and the World around It. London: I. B. Tauris, 2011. 

Fenby, Jonathan. Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the Present. New 
York: Ecco, 2008. 

Fewsmith, Joseph. China since Tiananmen: The Politics of Transition. Cambridge, U.K.: 

Cambridge University Press, 2001. 
Frank, Andre Gunder. ReORIENT: Global Economy in the Asian Age. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 2008. 
Gaddis, John Lewis. The Cold War: A New History. New York: Penguin, 2007. 

Gilbert, Martin. The Second World War: A Complete History. London: Phoenix, 2009. 
Gordon, Andrew. A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2014. 
Hambly, Gavin R. G., ed. Women in the Medieval Islamic World: Power, Patronage, and Piety. 

New York: St. Martin's Press, 1998. 



 
           

      
          

  
        

 
      
       

  
         

        
  

      
             

    
      

         
   

          
  

       
    

          
      

          
   

            
  

          

  
         

   
           

  
       

  
     

   
       

    

          
       

         
    

            
  

         
  

     

Headrick, Daniel. The Tools of Empire: Technology and European Imperialism in the Nineteenth 

Century. New York: Oxford University Press, 1981. 
Henry, John. The Scientific Revolution and the Origins of Modern Science. 3rd ed. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2011. 
Hilberg, Raul. The Destruction of the European Jews. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 
2003. 
Hilton, Anne. The Kingdom of Kongo. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987. 
Imber, Colin. The Ottoman Empire, 1300-1650: The Structure of Power. Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2010. 
James, Lawrence. Raj: The Making and Unmaking of British India. London: Abacus, 2009. 

Jansen, Marius B. The Making of Modern Japan. Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press, 
2002. 

Jeffrey, Robin, ed. Asia: The Winning of Independence. London: Macmillan, 1981. 
Judd, Denis. The Lion and the Tiger: The Rise and Fall of the British Raj, 1600-1947. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2010. 
Keegan, John. The First World War. London: The Bodley Head, 2014. 
Kurlansky, Mark. 1968: The Year that Rocked the World. New York: Random House Trade 

Paperbacks, 2005. 
Langley, Lester. The Americas in the Age of Revolution: 1750-1850. New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1996. 
Levine, Robert M. The History of Brazil. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 
Lindberg, Carter. The European Reformations. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 

Lockhart, James, and Stuart Schwartz. Early Latin America: A History of Colonial Spanish 
America and Brazil. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

Maynes, Mary Jo, and Ann Beth Waltner. The Family: A World History. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2012. 
Melville, Charles, ed. Safavid Persia: The History and Politics of an Islamic Society. New York: I. 
B. Tauris, 2009. 
Nash, Gary. Red, White and Black: The Peoples of Early North America. 7th ed. Boston: Pearson, 

2014. 
Neiberg, Michael S. Fighting the Great War: A Global History. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press, 2006. 
Newman, Andrew J. Safavid Iran: Rebirth of a Persian Empire. New York: I. B. Tauris Publishers, 

2009. 
Northrup, David. Africa's Discovery of Europe, 1450-1850. New York: Oxford University Press, 

2014. 
Nugent, Paul. Africa since Independence: A Comparative History. Houndmills, Basingstoke, 

Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004. 
Ooms, Herman. Tokugawa Ideology: Early Constructs, 1570-1680. Ann Arbor: Center for 

Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, 1998. 

Owen, Norman G ., ed. The Emergence of Modern Southeast Asia. Singapore : NUS Press, 2010. 
Paxton, Robert 0. The Anatomy of Fascism. New York: Vintage, 2007. 

Pomeranz, Kenneth. The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern 
World. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009. 

Prashad, Vijay. The Darker Nations: A People's History of the Third World. New York: New Press, 
2008. 

Reid, Anthony. Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 1450-1680. New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1993. 

Richards, John. The Mughal Empire. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 



 
          

   
  

  
        

  
        

  

          
      

      
  

       
        
          

   
       

        
  

             
    

          

         
      

 
      

              
     

  

        
      

     
          

 
    

   
     

     
     

   

       
   

   
     

   
     

     
      

     

Sarette, Mary Elise. 1989: the Struggle to Create Post-Cold War Europe. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 2009. 
Service, Robert. Russian Revolution, 1900-1927. Basingstoke, England: Palgrave Macmillan, 

2009. 
Smith, Bonnie G. Women's History in Global Perspective. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 

2004. 
Smith, Charles D. Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict. 6th ed. New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 

2006. 

Smith, Peter H. Democracy in Latin America: Political Change in Comparative Context. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2012. 

Subrahmanyam, Sanjay. The Portuguese Empire in Asia, 1500-1700. Malden, MA: Wiley 
Blackwell, 2012. 

Stearns, Peter. The Industrial Revolution in World History. Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2013. 
Thompson, Leonard. A History of South Africa. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2014. 
Thornton, John. Africa and Africans in the Making of the Atlantic World, 1400-1800. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2008. 
Totman, Conrad. Early Modern Japan. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008. 
Tracy, James D. The Political Economy of Merchant Empires. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 2003. 
Westad, Odd Arne. The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of Our 

Times. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
Wolpert, Stanley. A New History of India. 8th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009. 

Young, Louise. Japan's Total Empire: Manchuria and the Culture of Wartime Imperialism. 
Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1999. 

M. EQUIPMENT: Technology Enhanced Classroom 

N. GRADING METHOD: A -F 

O. SUGGESTED MEASUREMENT CRITERIA/METHODS: 
Exams • Quizzes • Assignments • Participation/Discussion • Debates • Presentations 

P. DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE: 

I. New Global Patterns, 1500-1750 

A. Global Trade Networks 
B. The Americas and the Columbian Exchange 

C. Africa, the Atlantic System and Slavery 
D. Reformation and European State Building 

E. Muslim Empires 

F. Ming and Qing Dynasties in China 
G. Tokugawa Japan 

II. Age of Revolution, 1750-1850 
A. Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment 

B. Atlantic Revolutions 
C. Industrial Revolution around the World 

D. Revolution in Latin America 
E. Reform and Revolution in Europe 

Ill. Toward a Modern World, 1800-1914 



 
    

    
     

    
      

    
   
       

       
       

      
  

 
 

 

A. State Building in the Americas 

B. Imperialism and Africa 
C. East Asia Confronts the West 

D. Imperialism and India 
IV. An Era of Global Conflict 

A. World War I 
B. Russian Revolution 
C. Revolutions in Latin America and Asia 

D. World War II and Modern Dictatorship 
E. East and West in the Cold War 

F. Independence and Decolonization in Africa, Asia, and the Middle East 
G. Globalization 




