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A. TITLE: CAPSTONE PROJECT IN WOMEN’S STUDIES
B. COURSE NUMBER:  WMST 401

     SHORT TITLE:  Capstone Women’s Studies

C. CREDIT HOURS: 3

D. WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE: (OPTIONAL): No

E. COURSE LENGTH: 15 weeks

F. SEMESTER(S) OFFERED: Fall and Spring

G. HOURS OF LECTURE, LABORATORY, RECITATION, TUTORIAL, AND ACTIVITY: 3 

H. CATALOG DESCRIPTION: In this online course, students will complete a senior research paper in the field of Women’s Studies. With the guidance of the Women’s Studies Coordinator and a committee of three faculty, students will accomplish numerous research components including, but not limited to, a research proposal, a literature review, rough draft, and final product. 

I. PRE-REQUISITES / CO-COURSES: Prerequisites: WMST 201: Introduction of Women’s Studies, and 12 credit hours earned toward Women’s Studies Minor.  

J. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

   Students will:

1. Analyze the process and develop techniques necessary for writing a research paper within the Women’s Studies curriculum.

2. Apply the various theories presented in the field of Women’s Studies including feminist ideology and social construction of gender to a specific research interest.

3. Through analysis of secondary source literature, critically analyze and review the impact of gender differences as they relate to a specific research interest.

4. Apply results of secondary source literature analysis to a specific research interest in preparation of rough draft and final product.  

.

K. TEXTS: 


Cancian, Francesca M “Feminist Science: Methodologies That Challenge Inequality”
Gender and Society, Vol. 6, No. 4 (Dec., 1992), pp. 623-642. 

DeVault, Marjorie L. Liberating Method: Feminism and Social Research (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1999).

_________________. “Talking Back to Sociology: Distinctive Contributions of Feminist Methodology”Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 22 (1996), pp. 29-50.

Hermann, Anne C. and Abigail J. Stewart.  Theorizing Feminism: Parallel Trends in the Humanities and the Social Sciences (Boulder, CO: Westview, 2001).

Letherby, Gayle.  “’Dear Researcher’: The Use of Correspondence as a Method within Feminist Qualitative Research” Gender and Society, Vol. 9, No. 5 (Oct., 1995), pp. 576-593.

McCarl Nielsen, Joyce. “Paradigm Shifts, Feminist Phase Theory, and the Missing Variable in Women's Studies Curriculum Transformation Projects”
Sociological Forum. Vol. 8, No. 1 (Mar., 1993), pp. 73-91.

Rosen, Ruth. “Sexism in History or, Writing Women's History Is a Tricky Business” Journal of Marriage and the Family.Vol. 33, No. 3 (Aug., 1971), pp. 541-544.
Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Sixth 

Edition (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996). 

L. REFERENCES:

Scholarly Journals:

Feminist Collections 

Frontiers: A Journal of Women’s Studies 
Journal of International Women’s Studies
Women’s Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal

Books and Periodicals:

Avakian, Arlene and Alexandrina Deschamps. A Transdiciplinary Introduction to
Women’s Studies (New York:  Hunt Publishing Company, 2002).

Baumgardner, Jennifer and Amy Richards.  Manifesta : Young Women, Feminism, and
           

           the Future
 (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2000).
Beere, Carole A.  GENDER ROLES: A Handbook of Tests and Measures (Westport, CT:

Greenwood Press, 1990).  
Blain, Virginia, et al.  The Feminist Companion to Literature in English: Women Writers


From the Middle Ages to the Present (New Haven, CT: Yale University


Press, 1990).
Belenky, Mary Field. Women’s Ways of Knowing: The Development of Self, Voice, and

Mind (New York: Basic Books, 1997).

Burn, Shawn Meghan. Women Across Cultures: A Global Perspective (Mountain View,

CA: Mayfield Publishing Co., 2000).

Carson, Anne, ed.  Goddesses and Wise Women: The Literature of Feminist Spirituality,


1980-1991 (Freedom, CA: Crossing Publisher, 1992).

Carter, Sarah and Maureen Ritchie.  Women’s Studies: A Guide to Information Sources
 (Jefferson, NC: McFarland Press, 1990).  
Carter, Susanne.  War and Peace Through Women’s Eyes: A Selective Bibliography of

Twentieth Century American Women’s Fiction (New York: Greenwood Press,    1992).  
Clardy, Andrea Fleck.  Words To the Wise: A Writer’s Guide to Feminist and Lesbian

Periodicals and Publishers, 3rd Edition (Ithaca, NY: Firebrand Publisher, 1990).

Clewell, Beatriz C.  Women of Color In Mathematics, Science, and Engineering: A

Review of the Literature (Washington, D.C.: Center For Women Policy Studies, 1991).

Dixon, Penelope.  Mothers and Mothering: An Annotated Feminist Bibliography (New
           York: Garland Press, 1991).  
Faludi, Susan. Backlash: The Undeclared War Against American Women (New York:
 Anchor Press, 1992).

Feinberg, Renee and Kathleen E. Knox. The Feminization of Poverty in the United

States: A Selected, Annotated Bibliography of the Issues, 1978-1989 (New York: Garland Press, 1990).  
Finson, Shelley Davis.  Women and Religion: A Bibliographic Guide to Christian

Feminist Liberation Theology (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991).
Fitzsimmons, Richard, et al.  Pro-Choice / Pro-Life: Annotated, Selected Bibliography,


1972-1989 (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1991).  

Henson, Maria Rosa. Comfort Woman: A Filipina's Story of Prostitution and Slavery

Under the Japanese Military (New York: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers,  1999).

Hernandez, Daisy. Colonize This!: Young Women of Color on Today’s Feminism
 (Seattle: Seal Press, 2002).

Hooks, bell. Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center (Boston: South End Press, 1984).

Humm, Maggie.  Dictionary of Feminist Theory (Columbus: Ohio State University Press,

 1990).  
Kesselman, et al. Women: Images and Realities: A Multicultural Anthology. Mountain
View, CA: Mayfield Publishing Co., 2002). 

Kolmar, Wendy. Feminist Theory: A Reader (New York: McGraw-Hill Publishers,


1999).
McCann, Carole R. and Seung-Kyung Kim. Feminist Theory Reader: Local and Global

 Perspectives  (New York: Routledge 2002).

McCullough, Rita I., ed.  Sources: An Annotated Bibliography of Women’s Issues

 (Manchester, CT: Knowledge, Ideas & Trends, Inc., 1991).
Mohanty, Chandra Talpade . Feminism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity (Duke University Press, 2003).
Ms. Magazine. 1972-2005.

Nicholson, Linda. The Second Wave: A Reader in Feminist Theory (New York:

 Routledge, 1997).

Richardson, Laurel, et al.  Feminist Frontiers, Sixth Edition (New York: McGraw-Hill

Publishers, 2004). 
Weiss, Daniel Evan.  The Great Divide: How Females and Males Really Differ (New

 York: Poseidon Books, 1991).  
Wolf, Naomi. The Beauty Myth: How Images of Beauty Are Used Against Women (New 


York: Perennial Books, 2002).
Zuckerman, Mary Ellen.  Sources of the History of Women’s Magazines, 1792-1960: An


Annotated Bibliography (New York: Greenwood Press, 1991).

M. EQUIPMENT: Given that this will be an online class, students will be required to have sufficient access to Blackboard and sources on the internet.

N. GRADING METHOD (P/F, A-F, etc): A-F scale

O. MEASUREMENT CRITERIA: The grade for the senior paper will be based on the average cumulative scores determined by the members of the committee (faculty selected in conjunction with the student and lead faculty) in review of the oral defense and written report; and student’s homework and written exercises.

P. DETAILED TOPICAL OUTLINE: See attached.

Detailed Outline
WMST 401:

CAPSTONE PROJECT IN WOMEN’S STUDIES
I. Introduction
A. Article Review

i. Identify and review theories in Women’s Studies.

ii. Examine various perspectives in Women’s Studies research.   

B. Familiarization with Turabian 

i. Locate primary processes necessary for student research.

II. Project Proposal

A. Discuss the components for a good research proposal.

B. Students complete first draft of research proposal.

C. Professor to review research proposal.

D. Return of research proposal and resubmit final draft.

III. Bibliography
A. Examine sample bibliographies and styles in Turabian.

B. Introduce students to online resources (i.e., digitized scholarly journal articles).

C. Students to submit first draft of their bibliography in proper form.

D. Professor to review first draft bibliographies.

E. Return of bibliographies to students with suggestions and comments for additional sources as needed.

IV. Literature Review and Analysis
A. Based on approved bibliography, students will conduct a review of the secondary sources on their respective research interest. 

B. Students will identify and analyze the trends and foci of literature in the field of Women’s Studies as it relates to their respective research interest. 

C. Students will write a review of their findings that will serve as the introduction of their research paper. 

D. Reviews will be assessed by the professor and returned to students with comments.

V. Outline / Proposed Sections

A. Following the literature review, students will provide an outline of their research paper and proposed topics to be covered. 
B. The professor will review direction of the research paper and will provide students with comments.
VI. Rough Draft
A. With the approval of their outline, students will complete rough draft incorporating the bibliography, the literature review, and the outline.

B. Students will peer-edit rough drafts.

C. Following the peer review, students will edit their work and submit the revised draft to the professor. 

D. The professor will review and provide feedback on student drafts.

VII. Final Product & Committee Review
A. Utilizing peer and professor feedback, students will submit a final research product.

B. The lead professor and committee members will review final products and assign final grades. 
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