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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
Preamble


We the students of the State University, College of Technology at Canton, in concern and response to academic, social, educational, and cultural needs, rights, and responsibilities, and wishing to foster maximum development of our educational and social environment do hereby establish this Constitution.  This Constitution abides by the laws of the United States of America, the State of New York, and by the policies and regulations of the Board of Trustees of the State University of New York and the policies of the College Council at SUNY Canton.

Article I: Name
The name of this organization shall be the Student Cooperative Alliance of the State University of New York, College of Technology at Canton, herein referred to as the S.C.A.

Article II: Purpose

The purpose of this alliance is to provide for the general welfare of the student body, to provide a means of cooperation and unity among the Students, Faculty, Staff and Administration of the College, and to promote equality, justice, and responsibility through the adequate and efficient means of government in student and college affairs, and through the funding of academic, cultural, recreational, social, tutorial, and athletic programs as well as recognized student organizations and publications except those with political or religious intent.

Not withstanding any other provision of these articles, the Student Cooperative Alliance is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, and scientific purposes as specified in section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.

Article III: Composition
The S.C.A. shall be composed of:

A. All full-time and part-time students registered at the College.  A full-time student is a student who is enrolled for twelve or more semester hours of credit courses or their equivalent in non-credit courses.


B. Part-time students in both regular and continuing education programs of the College.  A part-time student is a student who is enrolled for less than twelve semester hours of courses or their equivalent in non-credit courses.


C. All students will have a full vote regardless of whether they are full or part time.


D. The Chancellor of the State University of New York and the President of the State University College of Technology at Canton shall be ex officio members of the Student Body.


E. The above-stated persons shall herein be referred to as students.

Article IV:  Joint Statement on Rights and Freedoms of Students

This Constitution and By-Laws accept in principle the 1967 Joint Statement on Rights and Freedoms of Students agreed to by a joint committee comprised of representatives from the American Association of University Professors, U.S. National Student Association of American Colleges, National Association of Student Personnel Administrators, and National Association of Women Deans and Counselors.  (Copies of the Statement are available in the S.C.A. Office.)

Article V: Executive


Section I: Composition


The executive officers of S.C.A. shall be composed of:


a. President


b. Vice President


c. Budget Director


d. Secretary


e. CUB President

These Officers shall perform the duties prescribed by this Constitution and By-Laws.


Section II:  Eligibility


To be eligible for an office in the S.C.A. a student must


1. Have and maintain and accumulative index of 2.0 and

2. Must agree to be evaluated by the Director of Community Development and other S.C.A. advisors on a quarterly basis.


Section III: Term of Office

1. The term of officers elect for all executive officers of S.C.A. shall commence immediately following certification of the winners by the Board of Elections.


2. The term of office for all executive officers of S.C.A. shall terminate on Graduation Day.


3. The term of office for all officers elect of S.C.A. shall commence on Graduation Day.


Section IV: Elections


1. Petitions will be available at a time to be determined by the Board of Elections.  Petitions will be made available no later than three weeks prior to Election Day.


2. All applications will be reviewed by a Board of Elections, consisting of faculty and professional staff.


3. Campaigning will commence after the Board of Elections approves the candidate’s petition.


4. The election of executive officers shall take place on the election day established by the SCA Board of Elections.


Section V: Powers of Officers


The executive officers of S.C.A., excluding the Chairperson of the Student Senate, shall have the power to debate motions and policies, and shall have the power to vote at all Senate Meetings.  In the event of a tie vote at the Senate meeting, the chair of the Senate shall cast the tie-breaking vote in the negative.


Section VI: Officers Duties and Responsibilities


1.The President of S.C.A. shall:



a. Be responsible for conveying to the Student Senate any and all Legislative matters which are in the best interest of the S.C.A..



b. Appoint student representatives to all applicable campus committees.



c. Deliver to S.C.A. an address on the state of the campus during the second semester.



d. Act as information coordinator in all extra-collegiate and community correspondence.



e. Be an ex officio member of all operational committees of the S.C.A..



f. Serve as liaison officer from the S.C.A. to the Faculty.



g. Appoint all student delegates to organizations that S.C.A. recognizes that are not directly affiliated with the College.



h. Be an ex officio member to the Faculty Assembly and a member of the Steering and Planning Committees of the Faculty Assembly.



i. Fill all vacancies by appointment of the following offices with consent of Student Senate:




1. Vice President of S.C.A.




2. Budget Director of S.C.A.




3. Secretary of S.C.A.




4 .Student delegates to Campus Committees

j. Meet once a week with the executive officers and advisor.

k. Keep regular and consistent office hours.



i. The President shall represent the SCA in all matters with the SUNY Canton College Council

2. The Vice President of S.C.A. shall:



a. Act as Chairperson of Student Senate.



b. Represent the President during his/her absences.



c. Assume the Office of the President of S.C.A. in the event that the Office of President is vacant.



d. Appoint members of all Student Senate Standing Committees with consent of Student Senate.



e. Meet once a week with the executive officers and advisor.



f. Inform the student body of Senate activities weekly through campus media.



g.Keep regular and consistent office hours.

3. The Budget Director shall:



a. Act as Chairperson of the Budget Committee.



b. Make a monthly report of all organizations included in the Student Senate.



c. Have the right to freeze the budget of any organization included in the Student Senate Budget, but must bring it before the Budget Committee at the next Senate meeting.



d. Meet once a week with the executive officers and advisor.



e. Be responsible for the preparation of the Student Activities Budget for each academic year.



f. Sign and record all purchase orders and payment vouchers regarding S.C.A. activity fee money.



g. Be treasurer of S.C.A..



h. Audit all organizational budgets at least once a semester.



i. Keep College Association’s ledgers accurate in accordance with organizational ledgers and his/her ledgers.



j. Make out all authorization forms necessary and notify organizations of all internal expenses.


k. Keep regular and consistent office hours.


l. The Budget Director’s expenditure authority can be transferred to another officer of the Student Cooperative Alliance for temporary periods of the Budget Director’s absence only if that student is approved by the Student Senate or the SCA Executive Committee when the Senate is not in session and the time period of authority is specified from beginning to end.

4. The Secretary shall:



a. Take minutes of Budget, Senate and Executive meetings.



b. Prepare minutes of Budget, Senate and Executive meetings.



c. Hand out all minutes of Budget and Senate meetings.



d. Meet once a week with the executive officers and advisor.



e. Type, prepare, and send out any and all correspondence and material for executive officers.



f. Be responsible for keeping and maintaining inventory for office supplies.



g. Be responsible for upkeep of all office equipment.



h. Pick up and deliver S.C.A. mail.



i. Keep regular and consistent office hours.

5. The College Union Board President shall:



a. Act as Chairperson of the College Union Board.



b. Meet once a week with executive officers and advisor.



c. Report all activities concerning CUB at each Senate meeting.



d. Be a member of Budget Committee.



e. Keep regular and consistent office hours.

Article VI: Meeting with Executive Officers and Advisor


Section I: Function

1.

The Executive officers shall serve as an advisory council to the President of S.C.A. on all matters.

2.

The Executive officers shall take any necessary action to assure that its stated purpose is carried out.


Section II: Composition

1.

It shall be composed of S.C.A. President, Vice President, Budget Director, Secretary, and CUB President.


Section III: Meetings


1.
The Executive officers shall meet once a week with advisor.


Section IV: Responsibilities

1.

The responsibilities of the Executive officers of S.C.A. shall be:




a. Budget Committee:  To provide a system of efficient management of monies of S.C.A..




b. To provide for the efficient and responsible management of S.C.A. sponsored student services.




c. College Union Board:  To be responsible for providing a balanced activity program which the College Union Board will plan, organize, direct, and carry out.




d. The Executive Officers are empowered to act on behalf of the SCA Senate during those times that it is not practical for the Senate to come into session and must report any and all such actions at the first Senate session following any such actions.

Article VII: Legislative


Section I: Function

1.

All legislative functions dealing with Student Life and Student Activities herein granted shall be vested in the Student Senate of S.C.A.


Section II: Composition

1.

The S.C.A. senate shall be comprised of student representatives from all S.C.A. sponsored and recognized clubs and organizations.

2.

Students may also serve on the S.C.A. senate as at large members pending Senate approval.

Section III: Eligibility

1.

To be eligible for the office of Senator, the student must have and maintain an accumulative index of 2.0 or equivalent.


Section IV: The Term of Office

1.

The term of office for all Senators shall commence immediately following their appointment by their club or organization or in the case of at large senators, by the S.C.A. Senate.

2.

The term of office for all senators shall begin on the first day of the academic year and shall terminate on Graduation Day.



Section V: Responsibility

1.

Every Senator is responsible to each student in his/her constituency as well as the Student Body as a whole.

2.

All Senators must attend each scheduled Senate meeting.  Failure to keep consistent attendance will result in the club/organization budget being frozen.


Section VI: Duty


1.
Grant charters to clubs or organizations of S.C.A.. which use College facilities and/or S.C.A. funds, and to specify conditions for the granting and withdrawal of same.

            2.
Shall act on a budget prepared by the Budget Committee for the allocation of S.C.A. funds.

            3.
Investigate and act upon all matters referred to it by the President of S.C.A. or   members of the S.C.A..

            4.
Authorize the Chairperson of Student Senate to appoint the members of any committee thought desirable for any responsibilities which the Student Senate is authorized to exercise.
             5.
Make recommendations to the S.C.A. on any matters thought desirable for the college welfare

             6.
To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for the execution of the foregoing powers and other powers vested by this constitution in the government of S.C.A. or in any commission of officer thereof.

7. Every bill which has passed the Student Senate shall, before it becomes law, be presented to the President of S.C.A..  If she/he approves, she/he shall sign it, but if not, she/he will return it with objections to the Student Senate.  If after reconsideration, two-thirds of the Student Senate agrees to pass the bill, it shall become law.  If the President does not sign the bill within ten days, it shall become law.

8. Every order, resolution, or vote in the Student Senate shall be presented to the President and before the same shall take affect, shall be approved by her/him or being disapproved by her/him shall be repassed by two-thirds of the Student Senate, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.

9. Appoint temporary replacements for the SCA Budget Director to approve expenditures during times of the Budget Directors absence or it is impractical for the Budget Director to oversee expenditures.  Such appointments can only be given to a member of the Student Senate and the time period of authority must be specified both beginning and ending.


Section VII: Standing Committees


1.
Budget Committee




a. Will adhere to all rules as prescribed in the Budget Guidelines of Student Cooperative Alliance.




b. Shall be comprised of all executive officers, two freshman and two senior students.

2. 
Food Service Advisory Committee




a. To provide advice and feedback to the College Association, Inc. Board of Directors relative to all aspects of campus food service offerings.




b. Committee to be appointed by the President of the Student Cooperative Alliance and will consist of a chairperson from the Student Senate along with interested student members of SCA or the campus at large.

3. Graduation Committee




a. Will work closely with the advisors of S.C.A. and the Public Relations Office.




b. Will work out all incidentals concerning Graduation Day and Senior Week.




c. Will consist of S.C.A. Officers and Officers-elect.

Article VII: Meetings


Section I: Regular Meetings

1.

There shall be two regular meetings of the Student Senate each month during the academic year unless canceled at the preceding meeting by a two-thirds vote of the Student Senate.


Section II: Special Meetings


1.
Special Meetings may be called by the Chairperson, President of the S.C.A., or six members of the Student Senate.

2.

The order of business at special meetings shall be only the business for which the special meeting was called.

3.

A reasonable effort must be made to contact senators about time, place and topic of the meeting.


Section III: Quorum

1.

One-half plus one of the voting membership of the Student Senate shall constitute a quorum.  No legislative act may be passed unless it receives a majority of votes at an official meeting of the Student Senate.

2.

If a quorum fails to be present at any regular meeting, the meeting shall be adjourned to a specified date and time.  Any number of senators present on the date and at the time so specified shall constitute a quorum and any business transacted shall be binding upon the organization.

3.

In the event of a special meeting the number of senators present on the date and at the time so specified shall constitute a quorum and any business transacted shall be binding on the organization.


Section IV: Absences

1.

In the event that any senator is absent for three consecutive meetings without a legal excuse, their club/organization will have their budget frozen until the club/organization representative has attended two consecutive Senate meetings.  Leaving a Senate meeting before it has been adjourned without a legal excuse will be counted as an absence.


Section V: Parliamentarian

The Chairperson shall appoint a Parliamentarian of the Student Senate no later than the third meeting of the academic year.


Section VI: Parliamentary Authority

Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the Parliamentary Authority at all meetings of the Student Senate.


Section VII: Order of Business


The order of business at a regular meeting shall be:

1.

Call to Order

2.

Roll Call

3.

Acceptance of Minutes

4.

President’s Remarks

5.

Officer’s Reports



a. Vice President 



b. Budget Director



c. Secretary



d. CUB



e. CTC Tribune



f. WATC



g. Paysonian

6.

Old Business

7.

New Business

8.

Announcements

9.

Advisor Remarks

10.

Adjournment

Article IX: Judicial


Section I: Function

The Judicial function of the S.C.A. shall be vested in the Student Hearing Board, and in such inferior boards as in accordance with the Code of Student Conduct.


Section II: Composition and Term

The Student Hearing Board shall be composed of a Chairperson and six members.  They shall be appointed by the S.C.A. President and approved by Senate for a term of one year.  One student shall be selected from each academic division and two at large.


Section III: Duties
1.

The hearing of all cases shall be in accordance with the Code of Student Conduct except in impeachment proceedings.

2.

The matter of constitutional interpretation on any and all circumstances shall be the sole concern and responsibility of the Student Hearing Board.


Section IV: Impeachment
1.

Impeachment proceedings may be brought against any officer of the S.C.A. Senate, Executive Board or S.C.A. Committee, herein stated by any member of the Student Senate for Dereliction of Duty.

2.

A two-thirds vote of all eligible Senators is required to remove a person from office.

Article X: Amendments
This Constitution and By-Laws may be amended as follows:

A.
A petition for amendment signed by one-fourth of the Student Senate, such petition must clearly state what changes are intended.

B.
Upon presentation of such a petition, the Chairperson of the Student Senate shall be responsible for notification to all members of the Student Senate of the proposed change.  Voting shall take place at a subsequent meeting providing at least one week has elapsed since the presentation of the proposed change.  A two-thirds vote is needed for passage of an amendment.

C.
Policies and guidelines of the Student Senate, or its Committees, that do not conflict with this Constitution and By-Laws shall be passed by a majority vote of the Student Senate.

Article XI: Dissolution

Upon dissolution of the Student Cooperative Alliance of the State University College of Technology at Canton, New York, and after payment of all liabilities, all assets of the S.C.A. will be distributed to the Canton College Foundation, Inc. an organization exempt pursuant to Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, to be used for the sole purpose of furthering the educational development of the students of the State University College of Technology at Canton or one or more other organizations exempt pursuant to Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or to the Federal Government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose, or would be distributed by a court to another organization to be used in such manner as in the judgment of the court will best accomplish the general purpose for which the S.C.A. is organized.

Adopted: September 1, 1971

Revised and Amended:           May 2003                                                                                             

President of S.C.A.
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