
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 

CANTON, NEW YORK 

MASTER SYLLABUS 

NURS 370 RESEARCH METHODS IN THE HEALTH SCIENCES 

CIP Code: 51.3801 

Created by: Dr. Peggy La France 

Updated by: Dr. Angelina Glover 

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE, HEALTH, AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

NURSING 

Fall 2025 



  

      

   

   
 

  

              

             

               

 

                       

   
 

    

 

    
  

    

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

   

  

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

A. TITLE: RESEARCH IN THE HEALTH SCIENCES 

B. COURSE NUMBER: NURS 370 

C. CREDIT HOURS : 

Credit Hours: 6 

# Lecture Hours: 3 hours per week 

# Lab Hours: 

# Clinical Hours: 

1 credit hour = 50 minutes of lecture  per week for 15 weeks. 

Course Length (# of Weeks): 15 

D. WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE: NO 

E. GER CATEGORY: 

F. SEMESTER(S) OFFERED: Fall & Spring 

G. COURSE DESCRIPTION: In this course, students will analyze the various sources of 

evidence and data, to then interpret their reliability and validity in safe, effective patient care. 

Students will examine the different types of research methods in nursing, explore research ethical 

concerns, and perform a research synthesis on an identified contemporary nursing problem. In a 

culminating project, students will complete a nursing research proposal meant to enhance 

nursing scholarship. 

H. PRE-REQUISITES: Completion of an AAS in Nursing and enrolled in the RN-BS or Nursing 

Dual Degree program.  MATH 141 (Statistics) or equivalent coursework. or permission of the instructor. 

CO-REQUISITES: NURS 402, NURS 403, NURS 400 

I STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Course Learning 

Outcomes 

BSN Essentials 

Domains 

Program 

Learning 

Outcomes (PSLO) 

End of Program 

Learning 

Outcomes 

(EPSLO) 

Institutional 

Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Utilize effective 

communication 

strategies to 

critically evaluate 

and present 

research findings, 

integrating 

knowledge from 

nursing theory and 

scientific inquiry. 

I, IV, VIII, IX Graduates will 

apply effective 

written and oral 

communication 

skills to convey 

complex healthcare 

information 

clearly, accurately, 

and professionally, 

using evidence-

based strategies to 

collaborate within 

interprofessional 

teams, educate and 

advocate for 

patients and 

communities, and 

BSN graduates 

will demonstrate 

advanced written 

and oral 

communication 

skills to convey 

complex healthcare 

information clearly 

and accurately to 

patients, families, 

and 

interprofessional 

teams, using 

evidence-based 

strategies to 

promote 

understanding, 
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enhance clinical 

decision-making to 

improve health 

outcomes. 

enhance patient 

care, and support 

collaborative 

decision-making. 

Apply critical 

thinking skills in 

the application of 

research methods 

to evaluate 

evidence, critique 

research studies, 

and analyze data. 

Integrate scientific 

inquiry with 

nursing theory to 

address clinical 

practice issues and 

improve patient 

outcomes. 

I, IV, VIII, IX Graduates will 

apply critical 

thinking and 

clinical reasoning 

by using evidence-

based knowledge, 

ethical principles, 

and sound nursing 

judgment to 

optimize patient 

outcomes and 

enhance quality 

care in diverse 

healthcare settings. 

BSN graduates 

will apply critical 

thinking and 

clinical judgment 

to assess, analyze, 

and address 

complex healthcare 

situations, 

integrating 

evidence-based 

knowledge, ethical 

principles, and 

nursing theories to 

make informed, 

patient-centered 

decisions that 

enhance care 

outcomes and 

provide safe, 

effective care in 

dynamic healthcare 

environments. 

2 

Synthesize nursing 

theory and 

scientific inquiry 

to design, 

implement, and 

critically evaluate 

research studies 

that address 

clinical practice 

challenges. 

I, IV, VIII, IX Graduates will 

integrate 

information 

literacy, 

quantitative 

reasoning, and 

technological 

proficiency to 

support evidence-

based practice, 

enhance patient 

care, and improve 

quality and safety 

in diverse 

healthcare settings. 

BSN graduates 

will demonstrate 

proficiency in 

foundational skills 

such as 

information 

literacy, 

quantitative 

reasoning, and 

technological 

competence to 

support evidence-

based nursing 

practice, utilizing 

healthcare 

technologies, 

interpreting data, 

and applying 

research findings 

to inform clinical 

decisions and 

improve patient 

care and health 

outcomes. 

3 

Analyze ethical 

standards, 

professionalism, 

and cultural 

competence in the 

research process. 

I, IV, VIII, IX Graduates will 

demonstrate ethical 

leadership and 

sound decision-

making in nursing 

practice, fostering 

collaborative 

relationships with 

BSN graduates 

will demonstrate a 

commitment to 

social 

responsibility by 

advocating for 

vulnerable 

populations, 

4 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

interprofessional 

teams, respecting 

cultural diversity, 

and advocating for 

healthcare equity 

to ensure inclusive, 

equitable care for 

patients from 

diverse 

backgrounds and 

settings. 

addressing health 

disparities, and 

promoting 

equitable 

healthcare access, 

while applying 

ethical principles, 

cultural awareness, 

and a social justice 

framework to 

deliver patient-

centered care and 

engage in public 

health initiatives. 

Analyze a 

contemporary issue 

in nursing practice 

and apply 

evidence-based 

research 

methodologies to 

design a research-

driven solution, 

critically 

evaluating relevant 

literature to 

propose a solution. 

I, IV, VIII, IX Graduates will 

integrate 

comprehensive 

industry-specific 

knowledge, 

professional skills, 

and discipline-

specific expertise 

essential for 

effective nursing 

practice. They will 

apply a thorough 

understanding of 

nursing theories, 

healthcare 

standards, and 

evidence-based 

practices to deliver 

safe, effective, and 

compassionate care 

in diverse 

healthcare settings, 

making informed 

decisions that 

reflect the highest 

standards of 

nursing practice, 

ethics, and 

professionalism. 

BSN graduates 

will demonstrate 

industry-specific 

knowledge and 

skills, including 

understanding 

healthcare systems, 

nursing 

regulations, patient 

safety standards, 

clinical guidelines, 

and emerging 

healthcare 

technologies, to 

provide safe, 

effective, and 

compassionate 

care. They will 

integrate nursing 

theories, evidence-

based practices, 

and professional 

standards to make 

informed clinical 

decisions, deliver 

high-quality 

patient care, and 

contribute to the 

advancement of 

the nursing 

profession. 

5 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

  
 

   

 
   

 

 
  

 
 

  

 
         
 

    
  

      

 

      

       

      

       

           

   

 
  

 

  

          

    

 

    
   

 

 

    

  

   

  

    

       

KEY Institutional Student Learning Outcomes 

[ISLO 1 – 5] 

ISLO 

# 

ISLO & Subsets 

1 Communication Skills 

Oral [O], Written [W] 

2 Critical Thinking 

Critical Analysis [CA] , Inquiry & Analysis [IA] , 

Problem Solving [PS] 

3 Foundational Skills 

Information Management [IM], Quantitative 

Lit,/Reasoning [QTR] 

4 Social Responsibility 

Ethical Reasoning [ER], Global Learning [GL], 

Intercultural Knowledge [IK], Teamwork [T] 

5 Industry, Professional, Discipline Specific 

Knowledge and Skills 

J. APPLIED LEARNING COMPONENT: Yes______  No__X__ 

If Yes, select one or more of the following categories: 

Classroom/Lab___ Civic Engagement___ 

Internship___ Creative Works/Senior Project___ 

Clinical Practicum___ Research___ 

Practicum___ Entrepreneurship___ 

Service Learning___ (program, class, project) 

Community Service___ 

K. TEXTS: Rebar, C. R. & Gersch, C. J. (2015). Understanding research for evidence-based 

practice. LWW: Philadelphia. 

To purchase your required texts, visit SUNY Canton Online Bookstore. 

L. REFERENCES: https://www.canton.edu/media/pdf/RN-BS_Handbook.pdf 

M. EQUIPMENT: 
• Internet Connection: A broadband connection such as cable or DSL is preferred. Ethernet 

connections are highly recommended for test taking. *Dial-up and Wi-Fi connections introduce 

connection interruptions when taking tests in Brightspace. 

• Operating System: To be able to participate in this online course, your operating system must 

conform to these Technology Requirements. 

• Web Browser: For the best possible experience in this online course, we recommend using 

browsers based on D2L Brightspace Browser Support. In addition, you can use the System Check 

link on your Brightspace landing page to check system compatibility for every login. 

• Hardware: Please see the list of required hardware from the list of Technology Requirements. 

https://canton.ecampus.com/
http://www.canton.edu/ol/tech.html
https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/brightspace/requirements/all/browser_support.htm
https://mylearning.suny.edu/d2l/systemCheck
http://www.canton.edu/ol/tech.html
https://www.canton.edu/media/pdf/RN-BS_Handbook.pdf


  

  

   

 

              

    
 

 

    

   

    

   

    

   

    

  

 

  

 

  
  

  

  

   

  

  

    

        
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

   

   

 

           

Additional Software: To be able to fully participate in this course, you are required to use the following 

software: Microsoft Word, Microsoft PowerPoint (or PowerPoint Viewer), Adobe Acrobat Reader. 

*Specific course requirements might differ. Software downloads are available at Technology 

Requirements 

N. GRADING METHOD: 

A-F 

A = 90 – 100% 

B+ = 85 – 89% 

B = 80 – 84% 

C+ = 75 – 79% 

C = 70 – 74% 

D+ = 65 – 69% 

D = 60 – 64% 

F = 59% and below 

*A grade of C or better is required for successful completion of all nursing courses. 

O. SUGGESTED MEASUREMENT CRITERIA/METHODS: 
• Essays 

• Discussion Board Activities 

• Quizzes 

• Synthesis of the literature review 

• Research Project Proposal 

P. DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE: 
1. Introduction to Research Fundamentals 

2. Quantitative Research 

a. Problems, Questions, and Hypothesis 

b. Literature Review 

c. Theoretical and Conceptual Frameworks 

d. Design: Experimental versus Nonexperimental 

e. Sampling and Data Collection 

f. Reliability and Validity 

g. Measurement and Data Quality 

h. Statistical Analysis of Data 

i. Interpretation of Findings 

3. Qualitative Research 

a. Designs 

b. Sampling and Data Collection 

c. Analysis and Meta-synthesis 

d. Trustworthiness and Integrity 

4. Critique of research reports 

5. Systematic reviews: Meta-analysis and Meta-synthesis 

6. Presentation and Discussion of Quality Improvement Project 

Q. LABORATORY OUTLINE: NONE 

http://www.canton.edu/ol/tech.html
http://www.canton.edu/ol/tech.html
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