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A. TITLE: Exploring Diversity & Faith

B. COURSE NUMBER: SSCI 250

C. CREDIT HOURS: (Hours of Lecture, Laboratory, Recitation, Tutorial, Activity)

# Credit Hours: 3

# Lecture Hours: 3 per week
# Lab Hours: 0 per week
Other: per week

Course Length: 15 Weeks

D. WRITING INTENSIVE COURSE: Yes [ | No[X

E.  GERCATEGORY: Nonme:[ ] Yes: GER
If course satisfies more than one: GER

F. SEMESTER(S) OFFERED: Fall | Spring [ | Fall & Spring [X

G. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course provides the opportunity to explore diverse perspectives through the lens of religion
and spirituality. Using a sociological theoretical framework to center our exploration, we will
consider the ways in which religion shapes social identities, focusing on race and ethnicity, class,
gender, and sexuality. We will examine the role that religious beliefs have in shaping
relationships with power, privilege, oppression, and opportunity, both nationally and globally.
Students will critically examine how faith traditions of both the ancient and modern world shape

our shared reality.

H. PRE-REQUISITES: None X Yes[ ]| If yes, list below:

CO-REQUISITES: None & Yes [ | If yes, list below:

L. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: (see key below)

By the end of this course, the student will be able to:

Course Student Learning Qutcome

Program Student

[SLO]

Learning
Outcome

[PSLO]

GER

1
Applicable]

ISLO & SUBSETS




Describe the roles and essential 4-Soc Respons 1K
characteristics of religion in society from a ISLO Subsets
sociological perspective. ISLO Subsets
Subsets
Assess the ways religion contributes to the GER 3:1 4-Soc Respons 1K
development of individual and group ISLO Subsets
identities connected to race and ethnicity, ISLO Subsets
class, gender, and sexuality. Subsets
Demonstrate an awareness of religious GER 3:3 4-Soc Respons 1K
conflicts for freedom and autonomy in the ISLO Subsets
modern world. ISLO Subsets
Subsets
Examine the role of religion as a social GER 3:2 | 4-Soc Respons IER
institution both permeated by and ISLO Subsets
preserving of systems of power, privilege, ISLO Subsets
oppression, and opportunity. Subsets
Analyze religion as a conduit for moral GER 3:3 4-Soc Respons IER
principles and a locus of social change and ISLO Subsets
social justice. ISLO Subsets
Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
ISLO Subsets
Subsets

KEY Institutional Student Learning Qutcomes [ISL.O 1 — 5]

Oral [O], Written [W]

ISLO ISLO & Subsets
#
1 Communication Skills

2 Critical Thinking
Critical Analysis [CA] , Inquiry & Analysis [IA] , Problem
Solving [PS]

3 Foundational SKkills




Information Management [IM], Quantitative Lit,/Reasoning
[OTR]

4 Social Responsibility

Ethical Reasoning [ER], Global Learning [GL],
Intercultural Knowledge [IK], Teamwork [T]

5 Industry, Professional, Discipline Specific Knowledge and
Skills

*Include program objectives if applicable. Please consult with Program Coordinator

]. APPLIED LEARNING COMPONENT: Yes[X] No[ ]

If YES, select one or more of the following categories:

[] Classroom/Lab [] Civic Engagement

[ ] Internship [_] Creative Works/Senior Project
[ ] Clinical Placement [ ] Research

[] Practicum [ ] Entrepreneurship

[ ] Service Learning (program, class, project)

[ ] Community Service

K. TEXTS:

OER materials posted throughout the course.

L. REFERENCES:
Bellah, Robert. 1964. “Religious Evolution,” American Sociological Review 29:358-374.

Berger, Peter L. The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion (1967).
Anchor Books.

Chaves, Mark and Phil Gorski. 2001. “Religious Pluralism and Religious Participation.” Annual
Review of Sociology. 27: 261 281.

Cipriani, Roberto. “The New Sociology of Religion.” Encyclopedia 1.3 (2021): 822—-830. Web.

Clarke, Peter B. (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion, Oxford Handbooks in
Religion and Theology, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 525-544.

Dane, P. (2001). The varieties of religious autonomy. Church Autonomy: A Comparative
Survey, 117.

Darwin, Helana. “Navigating the Religious Gender Binary.” Sociology of religion 81.2 (2020):
185-205. Web.

Durkheim, Emile. 1995 [1915]. Karen Fields, translator. The Elementary Forms of the Religious
Life. Free Press.

Jakelic, Slavica. 2010. Collectivistic Religions: Religion, Choice, and Identity in Late
Modernity. Burlington: Ashgate Publishing Company.

Juergensmeyer, Mark. “Thinking Sociologically About Religion and Violence: The Case of
ISIS.” Sociology of religion 79.1 (2018): 20-34.



Nynis, Peter et al. The Diversity of Worldviews Among Young Adults: Contemporary
(Non)Religiosity and Spirituality Through the Lens of an International Mixed Method Study.
Cham: Springer International Publishing AG, 2022. Print.

Weber, Max. “The Social Psychology of the World Religions,” “The Protestant Sects and the
Spirit of Capitalism,” and “Religious Rejections of the World and Their Direction.” In Gerth and
Mills (eds.). 1946. From Max Weber. Oxford. Pp. 267-359.

Woodhead, Linda. 2001. “Feminism and the Sociology of Religion: From Gender-blindness to

Gendered Difference.” In Richard K. Fenn, ed., The Blackwell Companion to Sociology of
Religion. Malden, MA: Blackwell.

M. EQUIPMENT: None [X] Needed:

N. GRADING METHOD: A-F

0. SUGGESTED MEASUREMENT CRITERIA/METHODS:

Quizzes, Discussion Boards, Assignments, Journal Entries, Projects

P.  DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE:

I. Foundations in Sociology of Religion
A. Core Concepts
B. Theoretical Perspectives
1. Role of religion in society
2. Classification systems
3. Criticisms
4. Disciplinary differences
C. Methodological Approaches
D. Strcutures

I1. Essentials of World Religions

A. Major Religions
B. Minor Religions
C. Ethnic Religions
D. New Religons Movements

III.  Religion & Social Identity
A. Religious Identification
B. Age
C. Race & Ethnicity
D. Class Stratification



IVv.

VI.

E. Gender
F. Sexuality

Religious Supremacy
A.  Power & Authority
B. Rights, Autonomy, & Religious Freedom

Religion & Other Institutions
Government/Law
Family

Marriage

Science
Medicine/Health
Education

AEEFOE

Religion & Social Justice
A. Moral Philosophies

1. Equality
2. Freedom/Liberation
3. Criminality

B. Social Movements

LABORATORY OUTLINE: None [X] Yes[ ]
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https://www.uscirf.gov/countries
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/posts/proselytism-and-religious-identity-theft
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https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/responses/religious-challenges-and-child-marriage
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/19/1087723875/kim-davis-court-same-sex-marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kara_Neumann_case
https://www.everycrsreport.com/reports/R40515.html
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/west-virginia-v.-barnette-the-freedom-to-not-pledge-allegiance
https://www.nea.org/nea-today/all-news-articles/supreme-court-decision-paves-way-public-funds-flow-religious-schools#:~:text=The%20Court's%206%2D3%20decision%20in%20Carson%20v.,for%20religious%20instruction%20and%20worship.
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